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'SUICIDF PLAN UNAPPARENT 


Ferrie Last Seen 


'In Good Spirits' 

{Editors Note^-Washington Post newsman George 
Gardner Jr, was one of the last people to see David Ferrie 
alive, interviewing him in Ferried apartment until 4 a. m* 
yesterday. Ferric was found dead at 11:40 a, m. Here is an 
account of what Ferrie told Lardner ) 


♦ (AP)“-A New Orleans pilot who figured 

m Dist. Atty, Jim Garrison's investigation of President John 
f ■ Kennedy s assassination predicted shortly before his death 

Iu at if ai 7 iSonJs would tL£ rn out to be a “witch hunt ” 

the Washington Post said today. 

In a copyrighted interview ■ — — ' ? 

with George Lardner Jr. of the 
Fost, David W. Ferrie was 
quoted as saying he was wait- 
ing for Garrison to fall on his 
face. 


/seemed in good spirits, not 
like a man about to lull him- 
self* during the interview 
that ended at 4 a, m. yester- 
day, Ferries body was found 
covered by a sheet at 11 
a. m. 


Ferrie, who was found dead 
in bed seven hours after the 
four-hour interview with Lard- 
ner, told Lardner he was sure 
that the FBI had investigated 
thoroughly Lee Harvey Os- 
wald's activities in New Or- 
leans, 

“Ferrie told me he felt 
convinced there was no plot 
to kill the President, that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was ‘a 
loner/ " Lardner reported in 
today’s editions. 

OSWALD, WHO lived in 
New Orleans during the sum- 
mer of 1963, was named by 
the Warren Commission as 
Kennedy’s assassin. The com- 
mission said there was no evi- 
dence Oswald did not act 
alone. 

Garrison, the New Orleans 
district attorney who has 
promised arrests and convic- 
tions in connection with his 
theory that an assassination 
conspiracy was hatched in 
New Orleans, said Ferrie ’s 
death was an “apparent sui- 
cide." 

But coroner Nicholas Chetta, ? 
who said the pilot's death was 
due to a ruptured blood ves- 
sel in the brain, said further 
tests were being made. 
Lardner said Ferrie 


“FERRIE said he never 
knew Oswald and had no rec- 
ollection of ever having met 
him," Lardner reported, 
Ferrie complained to Lard- 
ner that Garrison had him 
“j&egged as the getaway pilot 
in an elaborate plot to tall 
Kennedy." He previously 
called this a “big joke." 

Lardner also said Ferrie 
scoffed at reports that the 
pilot had flown Oswald to 
Cuba around 1959. “I’ve nev- 
er even been to Cuba," Lard- 
ner quoted Ferrie as saying. 
“At the time I was supposed 
to be flying Oswald to Cuba, 

I understand he was in the 
Marine Corps." 

Within 72 hours after the 
assassination, Garrison's men 
picked up Ferrie as a “fugi- 
tive from Texas" and ques- 
tioned him about reports he 
might have been in Dallas the 
afternoon of the killing. 

“FERRIE said he was sit- 
ting on a courthouse bench i 
outside a federal district 
courtroom in New Orleans, 
‘shooting the bull with a cou- 
ple of federal agents' " at the 
time of the shooting, Lardner 
reported. 

“Ferrie said he did leave 


for Texas on a trip with sev- 
eral acquaintances after leav- 
ing the courthouse but that 
he went to Galveston and 
Houston ‘hunting geese/ and 
never set foot in Dallas," 
Lardner added. 

Lardner said Ferrie told 
him he had been conducting 
his own investigation of the 
assassination to counter Gar- 
rison's, 


